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France with the Bourbon monarchy " by means of a
moderate liberal policy. But whereas Louis XVIIL,
despite his tender attachment for the Due Decazes,
ended by sacrificing his favourite to the reactionary
movement which he inwardly disapproved, Nicholas II.,
on the contrary, had the merit to yield to M. Stolypine
and permit him to carry out his programme, although
his secret sympathies were with the extreme Right.
The struggle between M. Stolypine and his adversaries
was a very bitter one.    The reactionaries, abandoning
their efforts to accomplish the fall of the Premier, called
loudly for the adoption of violent measures against the
terrorists.    Asserting   the   inefficacy and delay in the
regular course of justice, they insisted that the police
should be invested with power to execute the criminals
without trial and on mere accusation.    M.  Stolypine
protested vigorously against such a procedure, the effect
of which would have been to create a state of complete
anarchy in the Empire.    He was even obliged to defend
his  position against  certain members  of his  Cabinet,
notably  Messrs.   Schwanebach  and   Scheglovitoff, who
were backed by the Ministers of War and the Marine.
At the same time the terrorist attacks grew more and
more serious  and demanded  exceptional  measures of
repression, and, by way of compromise, M, Stolypine
had  the  Emperor  sign  a   decree  instituting  councils
of war to take cognizance of grave crimes committed in
such regions as were under martial law, including at that
period the capital and the greater part of the provinces
of the Empire.    M. Stolypine has been severely criticized
for having established these tribunals, copied after the
Austrian Feldkriegsgmcbte, but it must be remembered
that he  was  forced  to  meet  exceptional   difficulties*
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